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BEID Tyt THEHIIRFZFATZDDY EOYIHE Jalil &%
A 5™ grade student attended a presentation about Japan. He got fascinated and more
curious about a country that is so far from Morocco. Actually, the interest in the word
“foreign” started earlier, and he set himself a way to communicate and learn about other
countries; pen-palling. At the beginning, he started writing letters in his mother tongue, then
in English to reach more people. With around 30 pen pals from all over the world, the
J i learning journey took off and kept flying.

Today, as a teacher, | understood the technique | was using (the power of input; reading/listening). | didn’t
know much about grammar, but | got my high proficiency by using real English in a meaningful way and most
importantly it was fascinating and fun.

My father always enhanced my curiosity and encouraged me to read what | like in any language (this is the
magic key). He took me to several presentations and events even if they are for adults. Indeed, he did as the
African proverb says: “If a child washes his hands, he could eat with kings’.

Living abroad is usually a big decision with challenges aside. “Be like water” as Bruce Lee said, will help.
Understanding others’ culture while sharing one’s own culture is the best way. | am delighted that | can
contribute to bridge the cultural gap between Japan and Morocco. | have chances to share lots of Moroccan
cultural aspects with public school students and with adult audience through various events. In the age of

overwhelming media and technology, we tend to forget to talk to real people.
Most images associated with Morocco:

African country, so itis hot / Argan oil and octopus/ Moroccans speak French/ Morocco

sometimes confused with Monaco. While some of these are true, others are not. Dealing with Moroccan
people, you will immediately notice they are very sociable, easy going, forgiving and very hospitable.

Thank you for reading this. Let’s all learn and understand about each other by communicating directly. | found
English a very useful language to communicate and extend our knowledge. There is no limit to learning and
there is no excuse not to learn.
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