YMCA Global Kindergarten
Newsletter DECEMBER 2020

Hello YGK friends,

Time flies. It's already December. They say that the third wave of COVID-19 is hitting Japan and the infection
numbers are increasing. We are facing this tough situation. But let’s overcome it and stay healthy by taking basic
infection prevention measures like washing hands, using hand-sanitizers, etc. regularly. Although we need to stay
away from crowded places, we would like you to go out and play outdoors as much as possible to gain

stamina. Getting nutrients and enough sleep is also important. Let’s eat nutritiously and sleep well.

Christmas is still coming however hard this year has been. No one has ever experienced a year like this before. That
makes us want to bring in the Christmas season even more. You must be looking for a gift from Santa. Do you know
why we receive gifts on Christmas? Christmas is the day that Jesus Christ was sent to the earth from God as a

gift. People at the time when Jesus was born were living in tough times. God sent Jesus Christ to be our

savior. However, Jesus was born as a baby. Although God sent Jesus as a savior, if he was born as a baby, he was not
able to do anything at first. Without help from someone, a baby cannot even survive. God taught us that even
though a baby cannot do anything, he is still precious and has a meaning in life. We have had a really tough time this
year due to COVID-19. It must have been as tough as during the time of Jesus Christ. Through this hard time, God has
taught us that each and every one of us is precious and has a meaning in life. We may feel like comparing ourselves
to others or don’t want to accept someone who is different from us. However, God has shown us that each and
everyone one of us has meaning and we are okay to be here. Let’s keep it in mind, respect not only ourselves but also
people around us in welcoming the Christmas season.

At YMCA, we have started a fundraising campaign for domestic and International support. We can support our friends
in need by donating whatever we can do. Then, not only us but also our friends in our neighborhood or friends living
afar would be able to live happily and safely. When you wish for a Christmas gift from Santa, let’s wish for joy for our
friends from all over the world as well.

Dear parents,

We appreciate all your support and understanding toward YGK. Although we have had to change various things due
to this Covid situation, your continued support has been overwhelming. We truly appreciate it. We would like to
keep paying close attention to hygiene and safety so that children can spend a fruitful time this month as well. We
would like to ask for your cooperation in taking infection prevention measures at home as well. Thank you for your
continued support.
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And the angel said, Have no fear; for truly, | give you good news of great joy which will be for all the people: For on this
day, in the town of David, a Saviour has come to birth, who is Christ the Lord. And this is the sign to you: you will see a
young child folded in Linen, in the place where the cattle have their food. (Luke 2:10-12)
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PUPPY CLASS

The students of the puppy class are having a nice time as they are enjoying the autumn season. We are going to the
park regularly and they are playing with colorful leaves and acorns. They are also collecting and using them for arts
and crafts. We plan to go on walks to view the autumn color after a few days.

For our literacy beginning, we practiced interactive reading and the students also practiced narrating their own
stories through their drawings. We are now doing our alphabet book, where we are practicing to write and also
understand the sounds the alphabets make and find words starting with them. Everyone in the class is very
enthusiastic about finding words starting with the alphabet sounds.

For this month, our theme will be Christmas and Winter; we will learn about these themes through our stories, arts
and exploring outside. We will have our Christmas concert on December 17th for which we already started practicing
in our music class. The children love singing the Christmas songs.
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KITTEN CLASS

Hello everyone! It’s time for updating once again the WHAT ABOUT of your children at YGK!

This is about the Kitten Class!

Time flies swiftly that we are now in the beautiful Autumn days. We’re glad to let you know about the fun and the
joyful learning experiences of your kids at YGK.

Let us just sum up all of their productive performances in what we call CHOICE TIME. It is here we observed the
potential talents and abilities of each one. Their active participation revealed to us how creative and resourceful they
are. Just making use of some recycled materials, like empty milk boxes, egg trays, tissue rolls, etc., they were able to
make bags, boats, robots, telescopes and other toys to play with. Everybody seemed enthusiastic in their sharing,
getting along with others and tried communicating with one another how to do things. When slight conflicts arise
(children as they are,) they can easily resolve problems and enjoy themselves again.



The fun they have in the park picking fallen Autumn leaves are carried over in their Art activities. They make Autumn
wreaths cutting traced leaves on paper and pasted on paper plates. They drew the nice leaves they took from the
park on their drawing book to plan the leaf face design that they wanted. They then pasted the pom poms, cottons,
beads, yarn, glittery items to make eyes, nose, mouth, mustache and hair on each leaf.

For Phonics, children learned different Nursery Rhymes and were able to identify words that rhyme. They also
learned to syllabicate words by clapping their hands like for example: vol/ca/no (3 claps).

For ORT, they just finished the story about “The Library”, and started “The Swing Ball”.

On Music time, oh everyone’s busy in practices of Christmas songs, actions and some lines for the Christmas Concert
and Talent Show. This is the much awaited time because soon will be 18th December - the start for Christmas
vacation and being with family to enjoy the Holiday!
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CUB CLASS

This year has been a rollercoaster ride for all of us. Autumn has already passed and we could feel the cold breeze as
winter has come. December is the last month of the year and so many festive activities are happening before 2020
ends!

For the month of November, we had some fun school activities such as the Cubs went for Nature Exploration in
Negishi Park, Zoom Welcome Festa and Online Charity Run.

Moreover, we also introduced to the Cub class about “Story Book Making” for Choice Time. Sachiko sensei first made
a book titled “Burp” followed by the Cub’s class book titled “Yo-chan Meets 10,000 Yo-chan”. Then they also made
their own books and brought it here and we read it almost every day during afternoon meeting. These are the books
they made “The Unicorn and Cat”, “The Monster Story”, “Owl Finds the Treasure” and “The Cat Birthday”. We also
had a special art activity about Peace. In preparation for the Christmas concert, we already started to practice the
songs and dances.

We would also like to thank the parents for your time doing the conference with us, thank you very much.

For December, we will be having the year-ender event which is the Christmas Concert and Talent Show. The Cubs will
be presenting the famous musical play, The Nutcracker.

Happy holidays and may we all have a prosperous New Year!
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YMCA Global Kindergarten

Joey Class Newsletter
DECEMBER 2020

Time flies. It’s already December.

Due to the novel Coronavirus, this year turned out to be totally different than usual. We were not able to go on an
excursion and participate in Sports Day. However hard the situation is, children have continued to steadily and
sturdily grow.

They start to deepen their relationships with friends. They not only play with friends but also give a hand to them
when they need help, console them when they are sad and wait for them if they are not ready.

Of course, they still have conflicts over toys or have difficulty in taking turns at times. However, they are deepening
their friendship by spending more time together, playing or even going through conflicts together. We hope that they
can meet more friends in the future as well.

Our long-awaited festivity, Christmas is coming up this month. We currently enjoy singing and dancing to the
Christmas songs in the class. We are planning to have Christmas arts and crafts as well.

As they are growing physically, they become more active when we play in the gym. They tend to become sweaty even
during the winter season. We make sure to remind them to drink enough water or check if their clothes are
appropriate so that they can stay healthy.

The temperature is dropping. Let’s live a well-regulated life and stay healthy.

We look forward to seeing you in the new year. Merry Christmas and a happy new year.
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