Hello, YGK friends.

It's February but the winter cold is still continuing. Unfortunately, we are still facing the COVID situations. However,
due to our regular and thorough routine of our washing hands, not many people have gotten the flu this winter.

As the state of emergency is still valid, we might not be able to spend time as usual, but let’s be nice to our friends
and families, stay healthy and enjoy our time.

This month, | would like to talk about the word “shalom”. I have written about this topic before so you might have
heard of this word already. This word is used many times in the bible to represent “peace”. “Shalom” is a Hebrew
word and it means “peace”. It has many other meanings such as “hello”, “good bye”, “how are you”, etc. and is used
often in their daily lives. They say “shalom” when they talk to their families, friends, teachers, animals, plants or even
God. When they say “shalom”, they are saying that they want to relate with them. Our relationship will start from
trusting in others. We can build relationships with others from a friendly, casual talk, not a difficult discussion. Just
like they say “shalom” to each other, we can build peace by greeting each other. We would like to make peace in and
around YGK by greeting each other and building trust relationships with many people.

Dear parents,

We apologize to you for our sudden school closure on January 15th and appreciate your

cooperation during our online lessons. The state of emergency has been reissued in January and that makes our day
quite difficult. We would like to do our best to create an appropriate

environment for everyone so that they can learn and have fun more actively. We shall continue paying close
attention to their safety and health. We would like to show our deepest appreciation for all your understanding and
support.
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Happy are the peacemakers: for they will be named sons of God (Matthew 5:9)
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PUPPY CLASS

The students of the puppy class look happy to be back to school and see their friends after the holidays. We have
‘Winter for our theme this month and we are learning more about the season through our story books, arts and
exploring outside during park time. We started new lesson this month, ‘Alphabet hunt in nature’, where we are
learning to write the name of the things we can find on our way to school. As for music class, we started practicing
new songs for our mini concert in February. Since only a few months are left before they go to the kitten class, we
started going to the park without holding the rope. We are also trying to match our schedule with the Kitten and Cub
classes. So, we will have our morning meeting at 9.40 AM starting from February. We, therefore, request the parents of
the puppy students to arrive at the school in time.
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KITTEN CLASS

Hello everyone! Let’s welcome Year 2021 with blissful activities and projects of our students at YGK Kitten Class!

Yes, this is our update for our dear Parents that they be inspired and be proud of their kids entrusted to us.

Again, our issues here included are important dates to keep in mind like the incoming Online Parents - Teachers’
Conference, the students’ mini concert on the 25th of February and we will upload class videos regarding class
activities as a replacement of the class visit on the 10th of February. Oh, all these are awesome engagements of the
students, teachers and parents that we must not miss!

This January when we resumed classes after the holidays, the students were very enthusiastic in their activity
involvement maybe all because they were excited to see again their classmates and friends to work together in their
lessons for the day. They just can’t stop talking to their friends on the first day. On the 2nd day, students and teachers
were having fun doing the Japanese’s New Years’ Eve traditional sticky rice pounding.

In Phonics, the children learned and enjoyed sorting pictures of objects with the same beginning sound. They also
enjoyed singing and reciting newly introduced nursery rhymes.

From the ORT Book, the class studied about the “The Swing Ball.”

During Choice Time, students experienced more enjoyable times as they worked on recycled crafts, do some pretend
play in the house area, experimenting about mixing colors like doing the full spectrum, gradation, making shadows of
a robot/dinosaur using any objects they found in the classroom, artificial snow making, etc. We also had Concentric
circles which they will form objects or Bear for example using circles of different colors and sizes and many more in
Math. For Art, we made a polar bear’s face by mixing glue and shaving foam to make its fur.

Then in February, everybody will be so busy as this is popularly known as the Love Month. Our activities then will be
making some Valentine’s Day craft/art. We will read books during story time on what Valentine's Day is about. Yes,
the children will have fun by engaging on some small group activities related to nature, science, seasonal art and
choice time.

There will be constant practices also for their parachute performance and songs on their mini concert. This is one
among their favorite tasks - to be able to display their talent in performance and songs!

In closing, let us all be reminded about the health protocols laid down to us for observance during this Pandemic
time and also during the Winter season. Good luck, good health everyone!
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We’re going into February now and we’re almost out of this cold winter. We had a fun month of January and are
looking forward to this month too.

For January our main theme was winter. We had some science experiments inspired by our theme such as: making
frost using ice and salt and making snow using baking soda and white hair conditioner. We made an art using the
snow we made by making trees with sticks they found in the park and then using the snow to decorate it. We also had
an experiment about static electricity using a balloon rubbing it and saw what would happen if it was next to our hair.
During this month we also had the sticky rice pounding event where the kids all used the big mallet to mash the rice.
We were supposed to have the cub excursion too this month but was postponed to a later date because of corona.

Thankyou for a fun January and great start to 2021! Let’s hope this year will be full of new adventures and we all stay
happy and healthy.
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Time flies. It’s already February. We have only one and a half months left before this school year ends. Last month,
we enjoyed the New Year mood by enjoying traditional new year activities, such as flying kites, pounding sticky rice,
making Dharma and rice cake crafts.

The Joey children seemed to have built stamina recently. They love running in the gymnasium cheerfully and
energetically despite the cold weather.

We also noticed that their vocabulary has greatly improved compared to the beginning of this school year. They also
start to relate more intimately with friends. They are gaining social skills, such as expressing themselves verbally or
understanding friends’ feelings from their facial expressions. Building friendships is an important thing for them to
build their sense of independence and sociality.

They have been trying to know more about themselves, such as their likes, dislikes, what makes them happy or
unhappy, etc. in these months when they spent in the Joey class.

When there is an accident, they try to solve it by themselves. They work together when they are making something
and help each other during activity time. We can see their sense of unity growing.

As their fine motor skills are growing, we shall wait and watch over them before helping them so that they can try to
take care of themselves more, such as putting on/taking off their clothes. We would like to make the most of each
and every day and enjoy their time together.

Thank you for your continued support and understanding during these difficult circumstances.
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